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The Love Note by Joanna Davidson Politano
The night Willa Duvall refuses her fourth marriage proposal, she
discovers a forgotten love letter in a crack of her old writing desk. As
she seeks to uncover its author and intended recipient, she follows a
trail through past secrets and deep family shadows. Is there any
hope for this long-ago secret love—and for her to finally have one of
her own?

Dear Reader,
Welcome to the turbulent love stories of Crestwicke. None of them turned out the way I’d
planned, especially the main one, but they each found the ending that needed to happen.
That’s how real love stories are too, aren’t they? They don’t end up quite the way your
childhood self imagined, and as you reach adulthood, you realize how normal that is.
Yet as I wrote, I kept coming back to how many people live with cracks of disappointment just
below the surface. Some are little fissures of discontent, and others are wide, yawning cracks
we’ve given up on ever filling. I expected to find a few comforting thoughts from Scripture and
some solid truth about contentment, but as always, my expectations were turned upside down
as the story unfolded in front of me.
So enjoy these characters and all I put them through. May you find pieces of your own longings
reflected there, as well as a little healing for your heart. I hope it isn’t what you expect, but that
you love it anyway.
“You, in particular, need to hear the entire story, and one day you’ll understand why. Lock the
door and sit down.”
Warmly,

Joanna

I’ve given two levels of questions for book club discussion: surface-level plot questions and
those with a deeper, more personal or spiritual element. The intention is for you to pick one
list or to select questions from either category that are most appropriate for your group—you
know the group dynamic best—and focus on those.

Discussing the Story
Much of the story centers around the love note that Willa finds and takes back to Crestwicke
Manor, but she has no idea who wrote it—and cannot imagine it coming from anyone at that
estate. Was it a surprise to you to find out who had written it? At what point in the story did
you figure it out?
The married couples in this story both had complicated, painful relationships. What were the
main issues that led to the breakdown of Golda and Peter Gresham’s marriage? To Clara and
Burke’s? What advice would you have given each couple?
Toward the end, both Willa and Gabe face the decision between chasing dreams and pursuing
the romance between them that had been percolating for years. Do you think each one made
the right choice? Why or why not? What did each one’s decision say about him or her as a
person?
Every one of the characters feels deep, lingering disappointment concerning love, and they
each handle it differently throughout the book. Sometimes in healthy ways, other times not as
much. Which one resonated with you the most? Who do you think made the best decisions
overall? Which love story did you most enjoy?
The love note fell into the wrong hands several times and often caused
misunderstanding. Which character—Essie, Burke, Celeste, Dr. Tillman, Gabe—
did you most enjoy seeing with the note? Who was most changed by believing
it was for them? Was the love note helpful to those who found it or a hindrance
to their growth?
Gabe’s silence is often seen by those around him as a detriment. Yet one of
Gabe’s best assets is his lack of words. How does this benefit a household? How
did he often use a lack of words in a positive, helpful way?

Digging Deeper
When Golda passes out while eavesdropping on her family, Willa discovers that her health
condition is much more serious than she originally thought. “The heart, it seemed, was the
source of many ailments and problems all over the body. Too often, only the symptoms were
treated while the undetected illness created further damage.” What does this symbolism
convey about our spiritual health and how it’s treated?
“Words sink into the parts of our hearts that no physical weapon can go. And it’s those
standing nearest to us who can thrust their swords the deepest.” Throughout the story, we see
the impact of words—both written and spoken. How have words harmed this household? How
have they ultimately helped? What are some ways that words have played a huge impact in
your life and in your household?
By the end, the heroine has thought much about a person’s legacy. After the death of Maisie
and the impending death of Golda, Willa begins to consider the words a person leaves behind,
how they echo and leave a flavor for those they leave behind. What words would you like to
have echoing through your family for years to come?
Many of the characters suffer a great deal of disappointment over crushed expectations and
the loss (or lack) of love in their lives. They often ignore or fill it with something that doesn’t
quite satisfy. This story had a full cast of characters with many of the same disappointments
but with differing attitudes and decisions made. Unique ways of fixing their inner pain or
handling those around them. Which character, with all of his or her flaws and strengths, most
resonated with you? Which one do you feel is most like you? What are the similarities and
differences?
Many of the characters ended up disappointed because of unmet expectations.
How has your life turned out the way you expected—and how has it not? Have
the deviations been a pleasant surprise or a deep disappointment?

Hi, I’m Joanna. I always tell people I’m a homeschooling stayat-home mom, and sometimes I add that I also write.
Storytelling is one of the most amazing experiences of my
life, and I’ve loved stories, and telling them, since I could talk.
But nothing beats being a mom.
Before parenthood or writing, I started out my career as a
medical writer in the Chicago area. Science wasn’t my strong
suit, but I worked with scientists, and writing wasn’t theirs. I
worked there for about eight years and that’s when I wrote
my first novel. There was this piece of my family history that
was so surprising to me, so captivating, that I couldn’t help
but write it down. That first scene just leaked out onto the
computer and, little by little, I kept going. That story was
written for my family rather than a public audience, but one
thing that came out of it—God really got ahold of me. He
began pursuing me through writing, and it was how we
connected. Of course, I was hooked.
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I went on to freelance for myself when my grandparents needed a little extra help, someone
nearby to be on hand when needed, and I started writing a World War II novel with stories from
my navy-veteran grandpa. I submitted that one a few times but didn’t get it published.
When I accepted a job at a small nonfiction publisher, I became engaged to my husband—my
very Italian, opposites-attract husband—and I started writing a novel set in Italy that depicted
our unusual love story. I barely submitted my work at all, but then I married this outspoken
Italian, and he had a lot of opinions on my writing and getting published. He really wanted me
to go for it, and he was a lot harder to brush off now that we were living in the same house.

Well, then there came babies and I shelved publication for a while anyway. I couldn’t stop
writing, though, so when my newborn took long afternoon naps, I sat in my basement
surrounded by music and books, and let my imagination spin any story it wanted and take it
any direction it desired. No one was going to read it, after all.
This was, of course, my debut novel, Lady Jayne Disappears. When I had a conversation with
God about all this, he made it clear that quitting hadn’t been his idea, and that NOW was the
time, amidst babies and drastic home renovations, for publication. I took a redeye flight to a
conference, then a redeye back so I didn’t leave my baby for long. I pitched to three agents—
and got three offers. I signed with my wonderful agent, and when we submitted my
manuscript, we received three publishing offers. If my path to publication proves anything, it
shows who’s in charge (and it isn’t me). God does nothing halfway, and my writing journey is
an example of that!
The Love Note is now my fourth novel with Revell, and two more are contracted. I have two
babies now (who aren’t really babies to anyone but me) and we’re starting to homeschool.
Writing time is starting to shrink, but my heart and creativity expand richly as I go on
adventures with my kids, homeschool and teach them to read, build pretty wonderful
memories, and write in the cracks in between.

joannadavidsonpolitano
politano_joanna
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www.jdpstories.com

This book had a lot of material on the cutting room floor by the end. Probably three times the
amount in the final version ended up being cut, all because I tried to write with a different
method than how I normally write. I learned, after a mess of useless plotting and outline notes,
that I have to simply take a back seat and let my story plan itself as it unfolds. It’s more fun
that way too.

The Ending
The biggest change throughout the story was the surprise ending. I always think up these
amazing ending twists and write toward them. . .then realize they aren’t all that surprising.
This time, I started with the story idea of the lost letter and thought, how cool would it be if
she’s trying all this time to find out who this letter was meant for, and she finds out it’s hers. A
very reclusive childhood friend, who has loved her from afar, gets up the courage to write her a
letter conveying his feelings, and he puts it inside the desk that’s being gifted to her from their
family. He assumes she’ll find it when it arrives, but the letter falls into a crack in the desk and
is lost for several years. I wrote much of the book with that ending in mind, but as the pieces
and characters unfolded, it just didn’t seem like something the hero would do (and it felt a
little cliché as well) so it got nixed. Then I wrote for a while with no idea who the letter was
from. . .then it clicked. I had the couple selected, and the writer. Then to twist it up a little
more, I reversed within the couple who wrote the letter and who was meant to receive it.

Golda’s Illness
Originally I had a theme relating to the power of words, so my idea was to give Golda a stroke
early in the book (or as it was called then, apoplexy). When she faints on the hearth about a
third of the way into the book, that was originally her stroke. She was then unable to talk, and
the heroine helped rehabilitate her, thus giving her back her “power”—her words that she
brandished about. I kept writing those scenes and deleting them, so I had a
discussion with God about why that was. At this point I realized how far along
the track I’d gone by myself, and I started chasing after his intentions for the
story instead of trying to force mine into being.

We ended up giving her a heart condition—a weakened heart, basically—that came about
through rheumatic fever. I used it because it fit the story, but mostly because it was a way to
honor the grandfather I never got to meet. Harold, my grandfather, had rheumatic fever as a
child, and because of his weakened heart, he was not able to serve in the war. He went through
life with a hardened heart, much like Golda, bitter for the life he’d been handed. He wasn’t
remembered fondly by his children, and he didn’t seem to have great relationships with
anyone. In the end, he died alone in a fishing boat when his heart gave out. Because he’s my
grandfather, and I am grateful to him for giving me my own father, I wrote a piece of his story
into this one and showed the impact of an embittered heart.

A Side Romance
As I crafted the young visiting doctor who has taken over for Willa’s father, a problem cropped
up. He definitely created a few barriers for Willa, but also for me—I started to like him, and he
outshone the hero. That was bad news. I didn’t want to make him a snake just to alleviate this
(because that would be so unoriginal), so I gave him his own love interest. I paired him with
another character who deserved a love story—Caroline, the family’s neighbor who Golda
intended as a match for her son Gabe. The doctor wasn’t a terrible person, and by the end he
did end up dropping his one flaw—his condescending view of the heroine as a woman—so I felt
bad leaving him without a happy love story. I loved Caroline for him because she was elegant
and intelligent as well as kind, a good match for the scholarly man of medicine, but in the end I
simply didn’t have enough words left to do their love story justice (and I already had so many
other love stories going!), so it never came to light.

Matthew 12:34b—“For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”
Psalm 63:1—“O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh
faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.”
Psalm 42:1-2a—“As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul
thirsts for God, for the living God.”

“God allows us to feel the frailty of human love so we’ll appreciate the strength of his.”
~C. S. Lewis
“To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek him the greatest adventure; to find
him, the greatest human achievement.”
~St. Augustine of Hippo
“There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of each man which cannot be satisfied by any
created thing but only by God the Creator, made know through Jesus Christ.”
~Blaise Pascal
“We will never desire the hope of our true love if lesser loves don’t disappoint.”
~Lysa TerKeurst

For those struggling to fit in—and how it can actually be a good
thing . . .
Lady Jayne Disappears
A young woman the world has written off is secretly the most
popular writer of Victorian England . . . but will her own story end as
tragically as the heroine in her famous novels?

For the seasons of pruning that seem to be sucking you dry of life . . .
A Rumored Fortune
A lonely young heiress becomes the poorest wealthy woman in
Victorian England when her father dies without telling anyone where
he hid his fortune. Can Tressa and the no-nonsense estate manager
find the fortune before the greedy relatives get to it first?

For someone who needs perspective on who they are to God and the
rest of the world . . .
Finding Lady Enderly
A rag woman in London's East End meets a handsome stranger who
offers her a chance to remake herself at Rothburne Abbey. But
something about the abbey is unsettling. Will uncovering its secrets
ruin her life?

Providing books that inspire and equip readers to find hope and
help for everyday life.
We hope you’ve enjoyed this digital book club guide! Find us on
social media or visit our website for more book club resources and
Christian fiction titles to enjoy. Happy reading!
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